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A Man Powerful with God Is Benedict. 


These booklets, medals, pictures and prayers in his honor will bring 
you the powerful intercession of St. Benedict, Man of God. 


Booklet — “Saint Benedict, the Beloved of God.” — Though he lived 
centuries ago, St. Benedict knew times much like ours, troubled, 
insecure, changing. The answer he worked out then, still holds 
good today. Read this booklet to grow better acquainted with 
the miracle-filled life of one of God’s favorite friends. 15¢ 


Picture— _In soft photo-tone shade, ready for framing. 9 x 12 inches. 20¢ 


Prayers — Leaflets and holy cards to honor St. Benedict. (Please order 
by serial number.) 


S14 — Novena to St. Benedict (2 for 1¢ or 100 for 50¢) 

S15 — Recommendation to St. Benedict (1¢ each or 100 for $1.00) 
$17a — Prayer to Obtain the Spirit of St. Benedict *) 

S18 — Prayer to St. Benedict for a Happy Death ie 


Medals — The St. Benedict Jubilee medal is one of the most highly indul- 


genced and powerful of sacramentals. 


Each 10's 100’s 
Aluminum — dime size ..........-...........-...-... -04 $ .35 $ 2.25 
Aluminum — nickel size ............................ .05 .40 3.00 
Oxidized or Bronze — dime size .............. 15 1.25 10.00 
Oxidized or Bronze — nickel size .............. .20 oh) eros 
Jubilee Medal Explanatory Leaflet .......... . 02 15 1.50 


Postage extra; order from: — 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








From our own ST. BENEDICT CRAFT SHOP come 
these ceramic pieces to attract all lovers of St. Benedict, 
whose feast is celebrated on July 11. 


Wall Plaque — Showing a finely detailed figure of St. Benedict, beau- 
tifully glazed with a gold-lettered inscription; in white, 
with a trim of beige, blue or green. 9-inch size. $3.00 


Framed Medal— A 6-inch ceramic medal of St. Benedict, glazed in 


green or brown, attractively mounted on velvet in a 
10-inch square frame of wood. $5.00 


Standing Medal — Of St. Benedict (paperweight) glazed in green or 
brown. Size, 3 inches. $2.50 


Order from: St. Benedict’s Craft Shop 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Savior’s Fountains 


Drained of its life-blood, the Body of Christ is 
laid in silent, peaceful majesty in the tomb. Emp- 
tied as the chalice at Mass, Christ’s Body lies there, 
witness of His all-redeeming love for our souls. 
One drop of His Blood would have been sufficient 
to save the world, but Christ chose to shed It all 
in a measureless redemption. During July let us 
go with supreme trust to this saving Fountain of 


the Precious Blood, true Source of our life. 





Fountain of Salvation 


HE Church urges us, during July, to offer special veneration 
to the Precious Blood of Christ. .On the first day of the 
month she celebrates a solemn feast in honor of this precious 
Price of our Redemption. Every day of the year she offers It 
as a Sacrifice of infinite value on countless altars and gives It 
to her children as a strengthening Food in Holy Communion. 
Blood reminds us instinctively of suffering and of sacrifice. De- 
votion to the Precious Blood recalls the shedding of Divine Blood 
and the sacrifice of the life of a Man who was also God. 

Devotion to the Precious Blood brings us face to face with 
two fundamental doctrines of our holy religion: fallen man, in 
all his misery, shut out from paradise and heaven; and Jesus, the 
Son of the living God, restoring the child of perdition to the 
dignity of a child of God and an heir of heaven. An angel with 
a flaming sword guarded the gates of the lost paradise; but Jesus, 
the Divine Angel of Mercy, in the crimson garment of His Blood, 
all aflame with love, reopened the gates of heaven for us. 

Devotion to the Precious Blood of Jesus Christ does not 
consist in the veneration of the material, corporal Blood sepa- 
rated from His Body and sprinkled over His limbs, His garments, 
and the instruments of His Passion, and crimsoning the earth, 
although the Sacred Blood, even when separated from Christ’s 
Body, was adorable by reason of the hypostatic union with the 
Divinity. The immediate object of this devotion is Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has redeemed us with His Blood. If we should 
turn away from the Person of Christ and venerate His Sacred 
Blood without looking at Him who shed It out of love for us, 
our devotion would be false and would lead us into all kinds of 
extravagances. In all such devotions—like devotion to the Sa- 
cred Heart or to the Five Holy Wounds—Our Lord Himself 
must be the central figure of all our thoughts and worship. 

In particular, the devotion to the Precious Blood consists 
in loving Jesus shedding His Blood seven different times for us 
amid intense sufferings and with indescribable love, that we 
might all be partakers of a superabundant Divine life. 


The Seven Blood-Sheddings 


When only eight days old, the tender Lamb of God, wishing 
to begin His mission of redeeming the world in His Blood, under- 
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went the painful rite of circumcision, in which He shed the first 
drops of His Blood for sinners. But this Mystery was only a 
pledge of His love, which He would show forth with such over- 
whelming evidence in His Passion. 

The sufferings of His Passion began in the Garden of Geth- 
semani, where He was bathed in Blood from His agonizing 
Heart. “And His sweat became as drops of Blood, running down 
upon the ground” (Luke 22:44). “A simple view of the awful 
sweat of Blood of Our Lord in the Garden of Olives suffices to 
occupy us,” says St. Teresa, “not only during one hour but dur- 
ing many days.” 

At the pillar, Jesus was literally covered with a garment 
woven of His own Blood. But what torments this vesture con- 
cealed! What love it revealed! What infinite merits it afforded! 
At the crowning with thorns, the Sacred Head of our Savior be- 
came a living fountain of Blood—truly, a Divine fountain at 
which we should love to gather to cool our aching brow, burning 
with the fever of passion and of sin. On the way to Calvary, 
Our Lord marked the royal road of the Cross with His Blood. 
And the last of the seven tokens of our Redeemer’s love was the 
Blood issuing from the open wound in His Side after His death 
on the Cross. The bleeding Heart of Jesus, which so loved us, 
spent Itself to the last drops of His Blood! 


By representing to our minds Jesus as actually shedding 
His Blood for us, His love and His sufferings are brought home 
with a warmth and a reality that is truly affecting. Thus, in 
praying the Way of the Cross, or the Sorrowful Mysteries of the 
Rosary, or simply meditating, we can consider Our Lord under- 
going one of His Blood-sheddings, and then imagine His Divine 
Blood flowing into our sinful soul, filling it with true compunc- 
tion, purifying and sanctifying it, and inflaming it with holy love. 

Meditating on the sufferings of Christ in this way will bring 
us many graces. Moved by the contemplation of these suffer- 
ings, we will firmly resolve to make a return for the all-sacrificing 
love of Jesus, by loving Him with our whole heart and consecrat- 
ing every ounce of our strength to His service; by subduing our 
passions and evil habits and being prepared to die rather than 
to commit sin; and by being willing to endure suffering and to 
share the humiliations of our Divine Savior. 


This devotion will be new to those who have not yet learned 
to contemplate Jesus shedding His Blood for us seven different 
times with inexpressible love. It will be new to those who have 
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not yet learned to apply the merits of this all-redeeming Blood 
to their own souls and to the souls of others, nor experienced Its 
power of intercession. It will be new to those who do not know 
Its efficacy in staying the hand of God and averting great tribu- 
lations. Truly, those who have not yet invoked the Blood of 
Calvary and who have not yet come to love and adore Jesus in 
His Blood-sheddings do not understand what it means to be 
alive with good resolutions through a vivid meditation on the 
Redemptive and Eucharistic Blood of Christ. 

Our Lord Himself, showing us His five open Wounds, invites 
us to the Fountains of Salvation with the words: “Come to Me, 
all you that labor and are burdened, and I will refresh you” 
(Matt. 11:28); “My Blood is drink indeed” (John 6:56). The 
Church, the Bride of the Lamb that was slain, teaches us in the 
holy Sacrifice of the Mass and by her prayers, what treasures, 
what power, we will find in the Divine and vivifying Blood of 
Christ. 

An important part of devotion to the Precious Blood con- 
sists in making frequent offerings to God of the Blood of our 
Redemption, especially during the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, for 
all the needs and wants of our holy Mother the Church and our 
Holy Father, for the propagation of the Faith, for the extirpa- 
tion of heresy, for the union of all Christians, for the conversion 
of sinners, for those who are sorely tempted, for the sick and 
wretched and dying, for the holy souls in purgatory, and for 
world peace; and last but not least, for our own needs of soul 
and body. 

“It is a special office of our Savior’s Blood to PLEAD,” 
says Father Faber. “Its very existence is the mightiest of 
prayers. Its presence in heaven is a power that nothing but 
omnipotence exceeds. It was the power by which God redeemed 
man. It was the oblation which, when actually offered, recon- 
ciled the offended Creator with His sinful creatures. It was the 
oblation, the mere foresight of which made God flood the world 
with mercies, and the imitation of which, in the blood of animals, 
was once the accepted religion of the world. It is the oblation 
in spiritual union with which all Christian oblations are now 
efficacious.” 


The Hope of the Suffering Souls 


If the Precious Blood is the source of so much consolation 
and help to sinners still struggling along life’s way, what must 
it be for the souls in purgatory who have reached the goal of 
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eternity, but must delay at the outpost of purgatory until they 
are purified in this Precious Blood before they can enter into 
their heavenly inheritance? Who can even imagine the intensity 
of their longing and the ardor of their hope that loved ones on 
earth and the members of the Church Militant will come to their 
aid by the most powerful of all means—the offering of the Pre- 
cious Blood in their behalf? Surely then during this month of 
July we need not offer a special plea in their behalf or remind 
our dear readers to perform for them the sublime act of charity 
of having Holy Masses offered for them, and of making frequent 
offerings of the Precious Blood for their relief and release. 


Summit Conference... 


WHO OF US has not felt his helplessness in the face of a 
world situation that seems to grow more serious hour by hour? 
If we could only DO something to relieve the tension and bring 
about the much-desired peace! Following the preliminary nego- 
tiations for a “summit conference” between the heads of world 
powers brings doubts and anxieties as to the outcome of such a 
meeting. But do you stop to think that you yourself can take 
part in a summit conference without the slightest doubt as to 
its fruitful outcome? 

This summit conference is a private audience with the 
Prince of Peace—the Supreme Ruler of all nations—in the form 
of an hour of night adoration once a month at home. What a 
tremendous force for world peace it would be if thousands of 
Catholics (and non-Catholics too) would join forces in offering 
such a monthly hour to Him who alone can bring about peace 
and order in our troubled world—but who, alas! is never invited 
to “sit in” at the conference tables of world potentates. 

In order to unify the prayers of those taking part in this 
great peace drive, you are invited to send your name here for 
registration as a member of the League of Night Adoration (if. 
you have not already done so). Also kindly signify the date 
and hour at which you will keep this regular monthly hour, or 
ask us to fix it for you. (It should be between 9 p.m. and 6 A.M. 
to conform to the rules of the League.) This will also entitle 
you to gain special indulgences for every hour of adoration so 
kept. Remember: Great causes are forwarded by small efforts 
made by great numbers! 
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A Valiant Woman 


HE stout and elderly senator gazed with interest at the well- 
kept estate and smiled involuntarily at the merry laughter 
which rang out from behind the flowering hedge, as his chariot 
carried him past. ‘Who lives there?” he inquired of his com- 
panion. “It is the house of the noble widow, Felicitas,” was the 
answer. “She lives there with her seven children, all boys. She 
is bringing them up to be good Romans, too; they will be a fine 
asset to the army one day—that is, if they live that long.” At 
the other’s curious look, he added: “She is a Christian; makes no 
secret of it. In fact, Felicitas has been responsible for more than 
one going over to that sect. The temple priests are furious; one 
of these days they will go to the Emperor and with Antoninus 
as superstitious as he is, that will be the end of Felicitas.” The 
senator nodded assent and shook his head: “Pity, with seven 
sons—strange, how they will cling to what they believe. It al- 
most makes one think...” The conversation trailed off into 
silence. 

Nor was the senator’s companion wrong. Not many days 
after that conversation, in a rage at the numbers who were being 
converted to Christianity by the example of Felicitas and her 
seven sons, the pagan priests of Rome did indeed go to the Em- 
peror. To him they complained that the boldness and freedom 
with which Felicitas and her children publicly practiced the 
Christian religion was drawing many from the worship of the 
gods who were the guardians and protectors of the Roman Em- 
pire. The gods were angry at this repeated insult and in order 
to appease them and make sure of their continued protection, 
Felicitas and her sons must be made to offer sacrifice to them. 
The Emperor’s superstitions were all aroused at this and he 
promptly gave orders to the prefect of Rome to see to it that this 
was done, so that the gods would be appeased. 

When the mother and her seven sons were brought before 
him, Publius, the prefect, thought to win her over, prevailing on 
her maternal love to force her to spare her sons the punishments 
he threatened. But to his flattery and cajolery, Felicitas replied 
firmly: “Do not think to frighten me by threats or to win me by 
fair speeches. The Spirit of God within me will not suffer me 
to be overcome by Satan and will make me victorious over all 
your assaults.” Enraged, Publius asked if she thought 


jury — 1958 71 








death so desirable that she preferred to force him to condemn 
her sons to cruel torments, rather than to spare them. Without 
quailing at his anger, the mother answered: “My children will 
live eternally with Christ if they are faithful to Him; but they 
must expect eternal death if they sacrifice to idols.” 


The next day, 
seated at the place 
of judgment be- 
fore the temple, 
the prefect again 
ordered Felicitas 
and her sons to be 
brought before 
him. Once more 
he tried to per- 
suade her to en- 
courage them to 
sacrifice to the 
heathen’ gods, 
telling her to have 
pity on her chil- 
dren who were in 
the bloom of 
youth and could 
look forward to 
brilliant futures. 
But turning to- 
ward her sons, the 
mother begged 
them: “‘My sons, 
look up to heaven, 
where Jesus 
Christ with His 
saints awaits you. 
Be faithful in His 
love and fight val- 
iantly for your 
souls.” 





Despairing of winning over the mother, the prefect next 
tried to persuade the boys themselves to sacrifice to the gods, 
using promises to cajole and threats to frighten them. But the 
sons were worthy of their heroic mother. The eldest answered: 
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“You are advising me to do a thing that is both foolish and con- 
trary to reason; but I trust in my Lord Jesus Christ that He 
will preserve me from such impiety.” Having seen his older 
brother stripped and scourged for this answer, the next met 
the prefect’s threats with this reply: “There is only one God! 
To Him we offer the sacrifices of our hearts. We will never for- 
sake the love which we owe to Jesus Christ. You may exhaust 
all the inventions of your cruelty, but you will never be able to 
overcome our faith!” - The other brothers in turn answered that 
they did not fear passing tortures, but everlasting death which 
would be theirs if they denied their faith in Christ by sacrificing 
to false gods. The youngest of them all summed it up by saying 
in his boyish voice: “All who do not confess Christ to be the 
true God shall be cast into eternal flames!” 

Seeing that he would never win them over, the prefect laid 
the whole matter before the Emperor again, who ordered that 
the boys should be sent to different judges and condemned to 
various deaths. The oldest was scourged to death; the second 
and third were beaten to death with clubs; the fourth was 
thrown headlong from a high hill, and the last three were be- 
headed. Felicitas met the same fate four months later. Her 
feast is kept on November 23 and that of her seven sons on 
July 10. 

In these days when parents are much concerned about the 
rise of juvenile delinquency, St. Felicitas would be a good friend 
to make in the heavenly courts. She knew how to bring up her 
sons to a respect for virtue and for faith. When a heathen judge 
tried to make her put their temporal welfare above the eternal, 
Felicitas gave an answer that showed her knowledge of values 
to be correct: “Your pity is really impiety, and the compassion 
to which you exhort me would make me the most cruel of moth- 
ers!” Let us ask St. Felicitas and her brave sons to help us 
strengthen our faith; we who so often falter when faced with 
much less than martyrdom, whom a scornful word, a small con- 
tradiction upsets! Let us ask them to aid us in fighting the battle 
for Christ that will bring us with them to His heavenly kingdom. 


Spiritual Vitamin for July 


Eternal Father, I offer Thee the Most Precious Blood of Jesus 
Christ in atonement for my sins, in supplication for the holy souls 


in purgatory, and for the needs of holy Church. 
(500 days’ indulgence) 
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Soul-Soothing Silence 


“SILENCE, Children, SILENCE!” 


M OST of us, probably, can recall from our childhood days 
some stern, commanding teacher speaking words like these. 
As we gazed upon the tight lips and severe features we felt no 
love for silence! We regarded it, no doubt, as something entirely 
negative. The very word had a chilling sound that hushed our 
gaiety and put an end to all our fun. To be silent meant not to 
talk—nothing more. We were too young then to see its positive 
value and to appreciate its worth. Some people never outgrow 
this childish notion of silence. They continue to regard it as 
something merely repressive and fail to understand that it can 
also be something vitally constructive. 


Positive Aspect 


Silence is not inactivity. It is the cutting off of activity in 
one direction in order to allow it to develop in another. Our 
teachers imposed silence upon us not merely to make us stop 
talking; they knew it was necessary if we were to turn our 
minds to more serious things. If we had continued to talk in 
study hall or class room, we could never have solved our problems 
in arithmetic nor mastered those intricate irregular verbs! Go 
into any public library. Everybody there is quiet. Why? Is it 
merely for the sake of not talking? Of course not! They cannot 
talk and read at the same time, so they keep silence in order to 
concentrate on their reading. Likewise if we are to turn to spir- 
itual things, to deepen our interior lives and make progress in 
' prayer, we must, from time to time, turn away from worldly 
business and pleasure. “Whoever aims at attaining to things 
internal and spiritual,” says the very wise A-Kempis, “must 
with Jesus go aside from the crowd.” Silence helps us to do 
this. That is why our souls need it. Its benefits, too, are great 
and well worth pondering. 


Silence Soothes 


Silence is a precious balm. It soothes and tranquillizes. 
Do you not sometimes experience that effect when you leave the 
traffic and clatter of the city for the quiet of the countryside or 
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when you step out from the din and jangle of some social affair 
into the stillness of the evening air? You experience it, too, 
if you turn away from the rush of life to spend a little time by 
yourself with God. A sense of peace will become yours. This 
sense of peace and calm is the very atmosphere of prayer, and in 
it the soul gradually learns to breathe freely. “In peace and 
quiet,” A-Kempis tells us again, “the devout soul goes forward 
and learns the hidden things of Scripture.” 


Silence Inspires 


Silence is not emptiness nor apathy. Silence is not mute- 
ness nor taciturnity. By it we cut off intercourse with men in 
order to converse more freely with God. So silence inspires. It 
turns our hearts to God, cuts off distracting images and 
thoughts, and helps us to pray more easily and intimately. In 
solitude, great thoughts are born, brave resolutions made, 
strength for the struggle stored, nearness to Christ achieved. 

St. Ignatius used to spend hours alone on the roof of one of 
the Jesuit Houses at Rome. As he gazed at the starlit sky, his 
face would become suffused with love and tears would gently 
trickle down his cheeks. Again and again he was heard repeat- 
ing to himself: “How good God is! How good God is!....” 
It was the silence of the night and the beauty of the heavens 
that moved his heart so deeply with such a love for God. 


The Soul Awakes 


“When the lips slumber,” says a poet, “the soul awakes.” 
A fanciful thought? Perhaps, but it is true. In moments of 
solitude, our souls become receptive to the inspirations of the 
Holy Spirit and responsive to the promptings of conscience. 
A trivial example may make this clear. At a party you make 
a witty but cutting remark. It is greeted with a sally of ap- 
plause and gusts of laughter. In the chatter and excitement, 
you experience no qualms of conscience. You may even feel 
pleased with yourself; you imagine you have said something 
worth saying, something clever and amusing. Later on, when 
you are alone, away from the crowd, your remark returns to 
your mind. You see it in its true light. You understand that 
it was not as clever as you thought, that it was mean and un- 
kind, totally unworthy of you; that it revealed your petty spite 
and jealousy. You wish you had never said it. You become 
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genuinely sorry for your lack of charity and resolve to do some- 
thing about it. What has brought about your change of heart? 
The voice of your conscience which went unheard amidst the 
tumult of the throng. 

The Voice of God 


Think for a moment over your past spiritual experiences. 
Is it not true that God’s great inspirations have come to you 
in moments of silence? When was it that you realized He was 
asking you to draw closer to Him and to come to daily Mass and 
Communion? When was it that you became convinced that He 
cared for you deeply and was always watching over you? When 
did it come to you so vividly that in helping the poor you were 
helping Him? that in visiting the sick you were visiting Him? 
When did you heed His gentle warning and realize that He 
would give you the grace to break off that friendship that was 
leading you to sin and making you so unhappy?—In moments 
of solitude? In times of silence? Perhaps during a Retreat? 
God’s inspirations, of course, can come to us at any time. In- 
deed, many a boy or girl has heard His loving, insistent call to 
leave all and follow Him in religious life during a party or dance 
or on some festive occasion. But in time of silence we are able 
to hear His voice more distinctly and to know His holy will more 
clearly. It was in the quiet of prayer that Our Lady received 
His invitation to become the Mother of God, and in the stillness 
of Calvary, after the crowds had gone, that St. John was given 
Mary for his mother. 


Oasis of Silence 


Because silence creates the proper atmosphere of prayer, 
enables us to speak to God and to hear Him speaking to us, we 
should cultivate it. Every day should contain an oasis of silence. 
In every year we should spend a week-end or a few days in com- 
plete retirement with God. “How can I do this?” you may ask. 
“Do you want me to enter a Carmel or join the Carthusians or 
become a melancholy solitary!” No, that is not necessary. But 
you could rid yourself of the fear of being alone. You could try 
to spend a little time—just a few minutes each day—in quiet 
retirement. Would it be impossible to reflect for a while, or read 
calmly in your room without the distraction of television or 
radio, without interference? You could surely drop into the 
church for a few moments to think over problems or to pray in 
the serene peace of the Real Presence. 


76 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Would it be too difficult for you to make, each year, an 
enclosed retreat for a week-end or a few days? If you did some 
of these things you would discover that silence is not an empty 
void but something that can be filled with the wonders of God’s 
grace and the intimate manifestations of His love. 


An ideal place to make such a retreat is the Holy Family Retreat 
House, Conception, Missouri. There under the guidance of an experi- 
enced Benedictine priest, amid pleasant, peaceful surroundings you and 
your family can experience the most spiritually profitable time of your 
life on a week-end you will long remember with gratitude and inspir- 
ation. For more information write to the above address. 


Mary Immaculate 
and the Brown Scapular 


EASTS of Our Lady fall under several categories. Some 
recall an apparition, such as that of Our Lady of Lourdes, 

the centennial year of which we are observing in 1958; some are 
dedicated to a special devotion, such as the feast of Our Lady 
of Mt. Carmel, July 16, which honors Mary as Our Lady of the 
Brown Scapular; others celebrate a special prerogative, like that 
of December 8, which honors the Immaculate Conception of 
Mary; and finally, there are feasts that commemorate some 
mystery or special occasion in Our Lady’s life, such as the Visita- 
tion on July 2. This year the feast on July 16 in a way combines 
all these categories, for it is the date of the last apparition of 
the Mother of God to St. Bernadette at Lourdes, where she 
revealed her prerogative of the Immaculate Conception, and it is 
the date of the apparition in which she revealed the devotion to 
the Brown Scapular to St. Simon Stock in 1251. And so this 
feast of the Brown Scapular of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, being 
so singularly connected with the apparitions at Lourdes, points 
out to us in a remarkable way the close connection there is be- 
tween the scapular and purity; for Mary Immaculate is the 
highest symbol of purity, and her Brown Scapular was given to 
mankind as a protection for this delicate virtue. Indeed, she 
expressly pointed out that by observing chastity according to 
one’s state of life, and fulfilling a second easy condition, wearers 
of her Brown Scapular might assure themselves of release from 
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purgatory on the first Saturday after death. This is known as 
the Sabbatine Privilege.* 

Every Catholic ought to strive for this astounding privilege 
by wearing Mary’s scapular devoutly, and by imitating her in 
her spotless purity and in her other peerless virtues. Truly, 
everyone desires to honor this lovely Mother of ours in a worthy 
manner, and we are urged the more to do so by the frequent re- 
minders of her during this Jubilee Year of Our Lady of Lourdes, 
Our Lady Immaculate. We know Jesus wants His Mother to be 
loved by everyone, just as any good son desires his mother to be 
honored. Every demonstration of love for her, therefore, moves 
His Sacred Heart and fills it with joy, and these acts of devotion 
win for us countless graces, temporal and spiritual. Moreover, 
through the Scapular we can gain many, many indulgences, 
which will cancel much of our indebtedness to God resulting 
from our sins. In doing so we are also preparing ourselves for 
the realization of Our Blessed Mother’s promise of a speedy re- 
lease from purgatory. It would be impossible to enumerate all 
the spiritual benefits that are derived from the Scapular of Our 
Lady, for as soon as the scapular-wearer enters into Mary’s 
Family by enrollment, he shares in the spiritual goods of the 
entire Scapular world: the prayer and penance of the Carmelite 
cloisters, the apostolate of its active members, the good works 
of the whole Confraternity. 

Renew your devotion to the Scapular, or be enrolled in it 
in case you are not already enrolled, and wear it always. Kiss 
the Scapular frequently—it means 500 days’ indulgence each 
time—and in doing so, ask Mary Immaculate to keep your heart 
and body pure. Talk to others about the Scapular and Our 
Immaculate Mother during this Jubilee Year as a sort of little 
private apostolate, to win for Mary souls who are caught in 
the meshes of worldliness and sin. Pray to Our Lady of the 
Scapular, pray to Mary Immaculate, pray to Our Lady of 
Lourdes. Mary rejoices in whatever title you salute her with. 
for each one holds for her special meanings, and she wants them 
to be for you means of special graces. 
~~*The conditions for gaining the Sabbatine Privilege, as revealed by 
the Blessed Mother, are: faithful wearing of the Scapular; the observ- 
ance of chastity according to one’s state of life; recitation of the Little 
Office of the Blessed Virgin, daily—or, if unable to read, abstinence on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays. The recitation of the Little Office—or the 
abstinence, in case one cannot read—may be changed by a priest to 
some other good work, such as the daily recitation of the Rosary, or 
some other prayers. 
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Christ Is Our Rule 


T WAS in a wild and desolate spot, that cave, almost hidden 
by the briars and thorn bushes which choked its entrance. 
The man whose dwelling it was seemed to have taken on the 
appearance of his surroundings, with dark eyes glowing in a thin, 
wind-burned face and emaciated body clothed in animal skins. 
“Why is he wearing that iron chain around his leg?” whispered 
the youngest of the small group who had come to the cave. 
“Look, Maurus, it fastens him to the wall!” “Hush, Placid,” 
answered his taller companion, “he is a good hermit who used 
to live in a cave near our monastery. When Father Benedict 
came to Monte Cassino, he moved here higher up in the hills. 
He intends that chain to fasten him to this way of life, to this 
lonely service of God.” The eldest of the three who stood at the 
entrance of the cave, gazed at the hermit in silence. Then touch- 
ing the crucifix on his breast, he said gently to the wild figure be- 
fore them: “If you are a servant of God, do not bind yourself 
by an iron chain, but by the chain of Christ.” 


In these words of his to the hermit the whole spirit of St. 
Benedict is contained. He and the Rule he wrote, are Christo- 
centric, centered on Christ. Not in a spirit of servile fear would 
the great Founder of western monasticism have us serve the 
Lord, but joyfully and with full liberty of spirit. To bring 
power and unity into the soul’s life, St. Benedict insists that 
everything must converge on Christ. Not only for his monks 
did he maintain this, but for all who asked his advice or sought 
his guidance. Because a Christ-centered life is not something 
that only monks and nuns should strive for, it is the work of every 
Christian. Only those stamped with the image of His well- 
beloved Son will be pleasing to God the Father on the day of 
judgment. 

In every life, Christ should never be an abstract and merely 
theoretical personality, Someone we read about in the Gospels 
or whose good deeds are related to us in a Sunday sermon. No, 
Christ must be to each of us a living actuality: “Christ in the 
mind; Christ in the heart; Christ in the hands.” This means the 
abiding thought of Christ, the abiding love of Christ, the con- 
scious following of Christ. When in his Rule St. Benedict con- 
stantly puts the Divine Model which is Christ’ before our eyes, 
he did not intend to limit this just to his immediate followers; 
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this advice was for all Christians. “If we deny ourselves,” he 
tells us further, “it is in order to follow Christ.” Our obedience 
is to be inspired by Christ. When attacked by temptations the 
surest way to overcome them is to “dash them immediately 
against that Rock which is Christ.” The trials and sufferings 
we all must en- 
dure will be a 
source of great 
merit for us, if 
united to the suf- 
ferings of Christ. 

Thus, for those 
whose vocation it 
is to live in the 
world, as well as 
for those who fol- 
low a_ religious 
Rule, the mean- 
ing of holiness 
may be stated 
quite simply: 
“Holiness means 
haying the cour- 
age to choose at 
each moment of 
life, Christ, in- 
stead of some- 
thing less than 
Christ.” How 
often are we not 
faced with the choice between Christ and our persistent self- 
love! This may take the most innocent and virtuous of disguises; 
for one of self-love’s smoothest tricks is to make us believe that 
the things it chooses in place of Christ are only trifles, just tiny 
little departures from His love. But this is an illusion. For 
when there is question of a deep and tender love between two 
hearts, especially the Heart of Christ and our own, there can be 
no such thing as a trifling infidelity or an insignificant affront. 





Perhaps this homely example will illustrate our point. A 
man and woman are happily married. Then, often when he 
comes home from work tired after a strenuous day, she, too, is 
tired and very busy, too tired to bother about greeting him, too 
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busy to smile or embrace him. “He loves me,” she thinks to 
herself, “and he will understand; after all, a greeting is unim- 
portant, a smile just a trifle. What harm to omit them?” What 
harm? She has not shown her love by these small signs and 
attentions that love needs to live by and so gradually love has 
cooled; ardor has become less ardent. Is this a trifle? 

In the same way, when a Christian comes face to face with 
a choice between Christ and whatever is opposed to Him or even 
less than Him, he must remember that in the realm of love there 
is no such thing as a trifle. Certainly, God’s love is no trifle! 
One look at the crucifix should convince us of this. May St. 
Benedict, then, teach us the vital meaning of this and help us 
to understand the full depths of an answer a spiritual son of his, 
Dom Columba Marmion, made to the question: “What is the 
spiritual life?” With all the force at his command, he replied: 
“The spiritual life is CHRIST!” 


If you find the ideals of this age-old Rule making a strong appeal to 
you today, follow this attraction; it may be Christ calling you to become 
a Benedictine Priest, Religious or lay Brother. The Church needs you, 
the Benedictines will welcome you and you will be answering the plea of 
Christ: “My child, give Me thy heart!” 

Those interested in becoming Benedictine Priests are encouraged to 
write to Conception Abbey, Conception, Missouri. If you do not feel 
that you have a vocation to the priesthood and yet would like to serve 
God in a monastery, why not become a Brother? Brothers, like St. 
Joseph, are the craftsmen of God’s house. They live lives of single- 
hearted devotion to Christ and His work and are indispensable members 
of the monastic family. For more information, write to the above 
address. 


An ideal form of Benedictine life for women is that of our own 
Congregation of Perpetual Adoration which combines the Eucharistic 
Apostolate with the Benedictine Rule. What could be more in the spirit 
of St. Benedict than the praise of God chanted in the living Presence 
of Christ on the altar? The harmonious Benedictine balance of prayer 
and work develops the soul’s potentialities to the full. Young ladies 
between 16 and 30, interested in this way of life, are urged to write 
for more information to: — 

Rev. Mother Prioress General 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
. Clyde, Missouri 
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Remember St. Anne’s Jubilee 


HE highlight of St. Anne’s 1958 Jubilee Year is expected to 
be the period of the solemn novena, beginning July 17 and 
ending on her feast, July 26. This Jubilee Year, as most of our 
readers know, marks the three hundredth anniversary of the 
first miraculous cure reported at her famous shrine at Beaupre 
in Quebec, and the erection there of the first chapel by a group 
of Breton sailors, in 1658. At this spot, St. Anne has continued 
to be the dispenser of God’s favors and graces. To honor her, 
millions of people throughout the years (two million in 1957 
alone) have thronged to the shrine, now in a magnificent Basil- 
ica which stands as one of the architectural splendors of Canada, 
although not yet entirely completed. To set its seal of approval 
on this Jubilee Year, Rome granted, on January 24, 1958, most 
precious indulgences to pilgrims who will visit the Shrine during 
the year. 

May 4, which was distinguished by an international pil- 
grimage for world peace, was the day of the official opening of 
the solemn celebrations. The first act was the blessing of the 
Tercentennial bells—three bells donated by benefactors of the 
shrine to mark these three centuries of graces and blessings, and 
to attest the gratitude and praise of all lovers of St. Anne. The 
program of pilgrimages expected during the season includes 
people from all walks of life, and from many different parts of 
the world, as well as from our own continent, but mainly, of 
course, from Canada. Archbishops and Bishops will be there 
with some of the faithful confided to their care, to present to 
St. Anne the homage of their dioceses. Professional groups, 
Catholic Action groups, university students, school children, 
Ladies of St. Anne, the Legion of Mary, and others will come. 
A special group of North American Indians, with delegates from 
nearly all the reserves on the continent, is among the various 
national groups planning to visit the shrine. Others include a 
Polish pilgrimage, an Italian pilgrimage, a Slovak pilgrimage, 
and a pilgrimage representing the Oriental Rites. August 24, 
the fourth Sunday of the month, is Shut-Ins Day. Throughout 
the summer, pilgrims will be able to visit the Tercentennial Ex- 
hibition, whose theme is “St. Anne in History and Art.” 

“The Annals of St. Anne,” official organ of the Shrine, will 
feature a series of historical articles on the Shrine since its ori- 
gin, and on the increase of devotion as it has grown throughout 
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the years. The Historical Museum to be opened will also con- 
tain a series of tableaux representing the life of St. Anne and 
devotion to her in Canada, and the long-standing devotion to 
her from earliest times. From this, pilgrims will realize that 
devotion to “Good St. Anne” is no mere pious novelty or fad, 
but a venerable tradition in the Church, and it is hoped that 
more and more people will come to know and love the Grand- 
mother of Christ and seek the power of her intercession in their 
needs. 

Just as Mary and Jesus are inseparable, so St. Anne and 
Mary are ever closely united. Hence, we may see in the fact 
that 1958 is not only a Jubilee Year for St. Anne, but also the 
Centenary of her beloved Daughter’s apparitions at Lourdes, a 
disposition of Providence that calls for our admiration and grati- 
tude. The glory of children casts its reflection on those who 
have brought them into existence. St. Anne’s first claim to glory 
comes from being the mother of the Blessed Virgin, the Mother 
of God. Mary is the flower; St. Anne is the stock which flowered. 
More intimately than the rose clings to the bush which bears 
it, Mary clings to St. Anne, her mother. Nothing could be more 
glorious for St. Anne than to have conceived, borne within her, 
educated and formed, the one whom the Son of God had des- 
tined to be His Mother. Without knowing it herself, St. Anne 
prepared her predestined child for her dazzling vocation. 


The Church sets up St. Anne as the model of wives and 
mothers, the tender and strong woman, charitable toward her 
neighbor, courageous under trial, her mind and heart always in 
prayer, always turned to God. How pure must have been her 
soul, how holy, how luminous! And how powerful is her inter- 
cession, for she can plead not only through her own merits, but 
in virtue of her beloved Daughter’s. Mary will obtain the grant 
of any request for her beloved mother. This relationship with 
Mary and with Jesus explains the astonishing power St. Anne 
wields in favor of those who pray to her, and which makes her 
the wonderworker of Beaupre and of the world. 

Devotion to St. Anne is a need of the Christian heart. St. 
Anne’s role in Christian piety ever remains what it has been 
since the beginning: she continues to give Mary to the world. 
Most of the statues of St. Anne would confirm this truth, for 
ordinarily St. Anne carries on her arm her Immaculate Daugh- 
ter, while with the other hand she points to heaven. We are to 
understand from this that it is through Mary that our salvation 
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is assured, as well as all the graces that lead to it. Hence, the 
very sight of St. Anne’s picture or statue is an urgent exhorta- 
tion to a filial devotion to the Blessed Virgin. The first gift our 
saint gives us is Mary. Her first suggestion is that we should 
love Mary and place all our confidence in her. 

Those who are able to go to the Shrine of St. Anne de 
Beaupre this year may count it as one of the great blessings of 
their lives. But those who must stay at home would do well 
to make a pilgrimage in spirit during the time of the Novena, 
July 17 to 26, and perhaps many can make the novena in a 
church dedicated to St. Anne, or at one of her many popular 
shrines which are to be found in the United States.* And while 
the Church, with Christ Himself, encourages the asking of tem- 
poral favors, it is above all the spiritual graces that are invalu- 
able, surpassing mere material benefits as the soul does the body. 
Especially during this year ought we to love and imitate St. 
Anne. Loving and imitating St. Anne will bring the soul closer 
to God, because it will bring it close to Mary and to Jesus, and 
thus devotion to St. Anne will help accomplish the purpose of 
our being in this world—to attain eternal union with God. 


*Our booklet, Good St. Anne, tells about many of the more popular 
shrines in the United States, besides giving an account of the venera- 
tion of St. Anne from the earliest times, the discovery of her relics, her 
virtues, etc., and providing prayers for special intentions or novenas. 15¢ 

Holy pictures of St. Anne, with novena prayer (at 1¢ each, or 
$1.00 per hundred) may also be obtained from our convent; also pic- 
ture of the Child Mary with her holy parents, Joachim and Anne, at the 
same price. Order by serial number, please: S7 and S8. (Available 
also in German.) 


“To Get Even with God” 


The best way to “get even with God” for the graces and mercies 
of a life-time is to remember His work in your last will. Go on doing 
good after death by remembering The Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual 
Adoration in your will. 


(Use this form for your bequest.) 


I hereby give and bequeath to the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, 
Clyde, Missouri, a corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of 
Missouri, the sum of .... dollars, to be used for the purposes of said corporation, and 
I direct that any tax thereon be paid as an administration expense out of my residuary 
estate... 

If the bequest concerns personal property, insert a description in place of the sum 
of money; if real estate, give a legal description, with its exact location, stipulating, as 
above, that any tax thereon be paid as an administration expense out of your residuary 
estate. 
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The Lord is There, 
and Waits for You 


HAT constitutes the priceless dignity of our churches? 
What impresses upon them a special character and com- 
mands the respect and veneration of the Catholic people? It 
is the presence of Emmanuel—God with us—who through an 
infinite condescension became our Brother, our Companion, and 
the sharer of our exile in His own Sacrament and Mystery of 
Love. Within their sacred walls, within the narrow enclosure 
of the tabernacle, the “little house built by human hands,” 
dwells the Omnipotent, the Eternal, the Immense, the Incarnate 
Son of God, as really, as truly, and as substantially present as 
He abides at this very moment in the Kingdom of His Heavenly 
Father, in the peerless splendor of His glory. 


We see here literally verified the prophetic words of both 
the Old and the New Testaments: “I have chosen, saith the 
Lord, and have sanctified this place, that My Name may be 
there forever, and My eyes and My heart may remain there 
perpetually” (2 Par. 7:16); “Behold the Tabernacle of God with 
men, and He will dwell with them; and they shall be His people, 
and God Himself with them shall be their God” (Apoc. 21:3). 

To every believer, one of the most beautiful, sublime and 
consoling doctrines of the Catholic Church is that of the Holy 
Eucharist. It is the central dogma of our holy religion, the fur- 
nace of Divine love burning in the Heart of Jesus. Like the 
beneficient rays of the mighty sun spreading light, heat and life 
from the heavens, the blessings of the Holy Eucharist are | 
diffused everywhere; their influence knows no limit, either of 
time or space. The influence of the Holy Eucharist, we might 
say, is everywhere by its presence, perpetual in its duration, and 
universal in its extent. We possess in the tabernacle heaven it- 
self, Divine Omnipotence, Infinite Wisdom, Perfect Love, the 
throne of the august Trinity. Remove from our churches the 
Real Presence, and what remains? Momumental edifices, mas- 
terpieces of architecture, grand marble structures, no doubt, but 
they speak no longer to the soul; they fail to reach what is most 
deep and intimate in the human heart. 

‘ On the other hand, the tattered tent of the roaming mis- 
sionary in the African desert, if it only possesses the treasure of 
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the Holy Eucharist, cannot fail to produce on the mind of the 
believer as profound an impression as is felt by the believing 
tourist on entering St. Peter’s Basilica, the grandest edifice 
erected by Christian art to the glory of God, as he sights the 
burning lamp that tells of the presence of the Divine Guest. 


We feel at once 
that we are not visit- 
ing a commonplace 
habitation; we real- 


iN af ize the fact that we 

1) af are standing in a 
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~ (% Oly place, in a mys 

> 4g terious but incon- 

4 testable communica- 


tion with the super- 
natural world. In- 
stinctively we recall 
the words of the 
holy Patriarch 
Jacob: “Indeed, the 
Lord is in this place! 
How terrible is this 
place—it is none 
other thanthe House 
of God and the Gate 
of Heaven” (Gen. 
28:16,17). Thename 
appropriate to every 
such edifice is that 
which the Prophet 
‘‘Jesus in the Holy Eucharist is & very center Ezechiel gave to the 
of Catholic worship. Hol y Cit y, the 

Heavenly Jerusalem: “The Lord is there!” (48:35.) 


Yes, Jesus in the Eucharist constitutes in our churches the 
very center of Catholic worship. They exist only for Him, and 
all that is done in them is referred to Him. He is there so souls 
may come to Him, may come to His holy altar, to His infinite, 
Divine Sacrifice, to the Holy Table, to the Tabernacle, to receive 
and adore Him, their God and Savior. He is the Alpha and the 
Omega, the beginning and the end of Christian life, and great 
are the benefits that accrue to souls from devotion to Jesus in 
the Sacrament of His Love. 
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The mind, being directed to the Blessed Sacrament as 
the memorial of all the wondrous works of God, soon becomes 
absorbed in contemplation, love and desire for the Divine. The 
august Sacrament becomes a mirror in which we behold the om- 
nipotence, the love, and the infinite wisdom of God. We begin 
to form some idea of the extent of the Incarnation, of which the 
Eucharist is the complement, for Jesus Christ is seen communi- 
cating Himself entirely to every soul which He came to redeem; 
He is no longer a historical figure, a personage who lived, spoke 
and died twenty centuries ago in a certain part of the world and 
amidst a small tribe of the human family. By the Holy Eucha- 
rist He is placed in direct communication with all men, in all 
ages, carrying to its highest point the ineffable and infinite 
sweetness and power of the Incarnation. 

We may visit Jesus under so many characters, as our God 
and Father, as our Divine Teacher, Physician, as our Victim of 
expiation, as our risen Lord, our Judge, our Model of self-sacri- 
fice, of humility, modesty, silence and obedience to the will of 
the Father. From Him we can and should learn the practice of 
every virtue, because, as He Himself says, He has given us an 
example that we may follow Him. Before the Tabernacle souls 
will find in quiet prayer and communion with God a balm of 
sweetest consolation for their troubled hearts, strength in weak- 
ness, and relief in necessities. Someone has suggested that if 
Catholics who complain of nervous exhaustion, overwork and 
overburdened minds, were more loyal to Jesus Christ in the 
Blessed Sacrament and rested in His presence more often, they 
would experience a relief even mentally that nothing else in the 
world can give. 


Campaign for Christ 


GIGANTIC World Convention of Jehovah’s Witnesses is 

to be held for eight days, from July 27 to August 3, in the 
Yankee Stadium and Polo Grounds of New York City. Every 
Catholic ought to regard this meeting as a direct challenge to 
himself; for this organization of misguided, self-appointed evan- 
gelists, works night and day to spread its distorted religious 
beliefs—which are based on false interpretations of Scriptural 
texts—and very many persons are taken in by their suave and 
polished words and fantastic promises. Not only are those so- 
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called “churchless” classes and Christians of other denomina- 
tions attracted to their strange cult, but, sad to say, poorly- 
instructed Catholics are often weakened in their faith and even 
lose it. 'The Witnesses’ method of a house-to-house campaign 
enables them to contact thousands and thousands of people, lit- 
erally the whole neighborhood where they are working at a given 
time, and win them over to their twisted concepts of religion. 


Jehovah’s Witnesses claim they have been sent by “Jehovah 
God” as special witnesses to Him, whence their name. 
Strangely, though, they deny the Trinity, the Divinity of Christ, 
the existence of hell, purgatory, and the immortality of the soul, 
and, incidentally, the duty of military service to one’s country. 
They teach that the Elect will live forever on earth, when the 
Millennial Dawn comes, in an earth-wide paradise of peace and 
happiness. It would be impossible to give in detail their pre- 
posterous teachings, but readers of this article who are un- 
familiar with them are advised to get some of the booklets men- 
tioned on a following page, wherein the falseness of their position 
is exposed. Their method is one of confusion of ideas, rather 
than of logic, and so it is futile to argue with them, and danger- 
ous to read their literature. Their huge printing establishment 
in New York goes under the name of The Watchtower. They 
put out millions of booklets and tracts each year, in which the 
Catholic Church is made the brunt of vitriolic attacks. 


The Jehovah’s Witnesses anticipate that this convention 
will be one of the largest to date. (In 1950, an average of 85,000 
people assembled daily in the stadium and in 1953, more than 
130,000 daily.) The Witnesses will converge on New York from 
all parts of the world for this revival Rally. 


A Counter-Campaign is being organized by The Campaign- 
ers for Christ the King of New York City, an organization of 
zealous lay-apostles about which we have written several times 
in recent years. The Campaigners for Christ have planned to 
sponsor lectures in Brooklyn and New York, to point out the 
errors taught by the Witnesses, and set forth true revealed doc- 
trine. They will distribute Catholic literature as widely as pos- 
sible to those attending the convention, and on the streets, and 
make an intense effort to counteract the influence of the Je- 
hovah’s Witnesses and to gain conversions even from among 
them for the Church. BUT THEY ARE APPEALING FOR 
YOUR HELP, for they are but a young, struggling organization, 
and the means at their disposal are very limited. 
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Ways To Help 


How can you help? By prayer. By donations. By service. 


First: Pray! Make a novena during the days of the Rally— 
July 27 to August 3—and include this intention also in the 
novena to St. Anne which finishes just before the Rally starts; 
include it likewise all during July in all your prayers, sacrifices, 
Holy Masses, etc. Humble, trustful prayer is our best weapon 
at all times. God has regard to the prayer of the humble and 
will not despise their petition, Holy Scripture tells us in one of 
the Psalms. 


Second: Make a donation for the purchase of Catholic 
explanatory literature, or send consignments of literature direct 
to the Campaigners. Their address is given at the end of this 
article. Sponsor the printing of leaflets for distribution. 


Third: Give your personal activity and services in counter- 
acting the activities of the Witnesses. Get your parish Legion 
of Mary, Knights of Columbus, Society of St. Vincent de Paul, 
and similar societies, busy on this urgent work of Catholic 
Action. 


The following booklets, which expose the Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses and their false teachings, are recommended for personal 
reading and for distribution during the Rally: — 

1. “Jehovah’s Witnesses Exposed’? by W.H. Hingston—10¢ 

Order from: Garden City, Co-Operative, 263 Adelaide Street, 

West, Toronto, Canada. 

2. “Jehovah's Witnesses,’’ by Fathers Rumble and Carty—15¢ 

Order from: Radio Replies Press, 500 Robert St., St. Paul 1, 

Minnesota. 

3. Jehovah’s Witnesses” by J. E. Doherty, C.SS. R.—10¢ 

Order from: Liguorian Pamphlets, Redemptorist Fathers, 

Liguori, Missouri. 


4. “‘Who Are the Jehovah’s Witnesses?” by Rev. N. G. 
McCluskey, S.J. Order from: The America Press, 70 East 
45th Street, New York 17, |New York. 


The Campaigners for Christ the King would like anyone 
who is seeking information on the Jehovah’s Witnesses to con- 
tact them; also anyone who has been confused by “Watchtower” 
doctrines, or who knows of families disturbed by their teachings. 
Just send them the address. And incidentally, the Campaigners 
can use all kinds of Catholic literature, old clothes, canned food, 


jury — 1958 89 








money donations, stamps—in a word, whatever you might have 
to donate to the upkeep of their “Regnum Christi House,” which 
also offers shelter to the poor and outcast, and carries on an 
active apostolate in many ways. Send all communications to: 


Regnum Christi House, 708 East 6th Street, New York City 9, N. Y. 


In God We Trust! 


N GOD WE TRUST has become the official motto 
of the United States through a law passed by Con- 
gress and signed by the President. It is a truly worthy 
motto for any people, but it is no magic formula 
which will preserve our country from all evils if Ameri- 
cans do not live in accordance with its spirit. If we 
expect God to protect us, we must so live as to deserve 
His protection. We like to boast of our patriotism 
and to blare it forth, as it were, in noisy celebrations 
on national holidays such as the 4th of July, but we 
must keep in mind that patriotism is not a mere label. 
It is not a word to be bandied back and forth with 
vociferous shouts, nor does it consist in colorful dem- 
onstrations carried on to the music of soul-stirring 
anthems. Rather, it is the intelligent, strong, active 
love of the country of one’s birth or adoption, that 
gives zealous support to its authority, fights and works 
in every possible way for its best interests. 
Patriotism is, first of all, being loyal and true to 
God’s law, for it is in faithfulness to God that the root of true 
patriotism, true love of country lies. Patriotism embraces every- 
thing that promotes and preserves the moral, the material, the 
spiritual and temporal welfare of the country. 








There have been many patriotic pleas for the resurgence of 
spiritual values in our beloved land. With what confidence 
could we face the future with its varied problems and eventual- 
ities, if only all Americans were guided by principles based on 
love and justice as taught by our Divine Savior! What hope 
there would be if all the homes and families were brought under 
the Divine influence of Jesus Christ, and made to “orbit” in the 
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atmosphere of His grace! What promise for the future, if the 
schools would but teach the Commandments of God and guide 
the minds of youth to understand that all men, of whatever class, 
color or creed, belong to one great family under God, and are 
worthy, as such, of friendship and brotherly love! 


Archbishop Byrne of Santa Fe has expressed some very 
relevant thoughts on this subject. The world today, he says, 
lives under two clouds. One is the darkening, gloomy cloud of 
fear that has mushroomed into the sky of modern civilization 
with the knowledge of the possibility (if not the probability) of 
atomic destruction. Under this cloud men are “withering away 
for fear and trembling of what may come upon the whole world.” 
But there is a second cloud, a cloud holding waters of everlasting 
refreshment for the immortal souls of men, a cloud carrying in 
its bosom a fire more powerful than all atomic bombs, capable 
of enlightening the whole earth and striking down all men, even 
the most desperate of our enemies. This lightning is the Light- 
ning of Love, the fire that falls from the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
who said: “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and what 
will I but that it be enkindled?” ‘The cloud that brings this 
Lightning, this Fire that enkindles the earth and brings it sal- 
vation, is the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart as King and 
Center of all hearts. All who join this Crusade of Divine Mercy 
by carrying out in their homes and living the Enthronement are 
God’s clouds, fashioned and drawn together in the firmament of 
grace by Him who is Himself aptly symbolized by the cloud— 
God the Holy Ghost. 


Again, the Archbishop compares the Heart of Christ to a 
Divine Magnet, by which, and by which alone, all men are to be 
lifted as so many steel beams out of the assembly line of this 
world into the fabrication of immortal souls, which are the stones 
that build up the Heavenly Jerusalem. But the Magnet and the 
steel must be brought into proximity so that the magnetism of 
Divine Love may touch and dominate the cold inertia of un- 
graced humanity, and give men strength and consolation beyond 
the telling. And again it is the Enthronement that brings the 
Magnet and the steel together. The Enthronement is Christ’s 
own chosen way. In looking forward to His Passion on 
Calvary, and beyond to the world of all times and all races upon 
the earth, Christ once proclaimed: “And I, if I be lifted up, will 
draw all men to Myself.” Though the immediate application of 
this prophecy is interpreted as the impalement of Christ upon 
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the Cross, yet in the light of historic developments it is not too 
daring to apply it also to the Enthronement. Where the Heart 
of Christ is enthroned, He draws hearts to Himself and begins 
to reign in them. And where He reigns, there is assurance of 
a goodness and uprightness that will mean the salvation of men 
and the peace of society. 

There are hundreds and thousands of homes in our great 
land without religious affiliation where the Heart of Jesus cannot 
make His Divine magnetism felt. What more patriotic deed 
could there be for members of families where the Sacred Heart 
is enthroned than to explain to well-disposed non-Catholic neigh- 
bors whom thy invite to their homes, or who perhaps drop in for 
a neighborly chat, the significance of their little shrine! This 
casual approach may well be the means by which the Sacred 
Heart will draw souls to Himself, to His Church, to the Kingdom 
of His Love. Then, indeed, would we see how Christ, being 
lifted up, draws souls to Himself, where they will find peace and 
in turn act as instruments in bringing their own friends and 
acquaintances into the magnetic field of the Divine Heart. 

Yes, the work of the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart 
in homes can be a patriotic work. It is a kind of “house to 
house” fighting, that Jesus, the Prince of Peace, may be at home 
in all homes, and that all homes may be at peace in Him; that 
all homes and their inmates may be at peace with their neigh- 
bors, who are their brothers and potential citizens of the King- 
dom of Heaven. 











A Thank-You Candle 


Light a candle of thanks to God 
for the freedom which we enjoy in 
America. Let its clear flame be an 
expression of your gratitude for the 
liberty to worship Him in peace, 
and a plea that He will continue to 
bless our great country. 





A large wax candle will be 
burned before the Blessed Sacrament in any of our Sanctuaries a day and 
a night for an offering of 50¢; one week for $3.50; and one month for $12.00. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 
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“If You Be Risen with Christ” 


From the Writings of Dom Columba Marmion, O. S. B. 


Continued 


UCH are the most profound aspects of the Paschal grace— 
detachment from all that is human, earthly, created; the 
full donation of ourselves to God, through Christ. The Resur- 
rection of the Word Incarnate becomes for us a mystery of life 
and of holiness. Christ being our Head, “God hath raised us up 
together” with Him (Ephes. 2:6). We ought then to seek to re- 
produce within ourselves the features that marked His Risen 
Life. 

St. Paul exhorts us to this with much insistency during 
these days. “If,” he says, “you be risen with Christ,” that is to 
say, if you wish that Christ should make you partakers of the 
mystery of His Resurrection, you should enter into the dispo- 
sitions of His Sacred Heart; if you wish to “eat the Pasch” with 
Him, and one day share His triumphant glory, “mind the things 
that are above, not the things that are upon the earth”; love 
heavenly things that abide; detach yourself from things of earth 
which pass away: honors, pleasures, riches. (Col. 3:1,2.) “For 
you are dead; and your life is hid with Christ in God.” And as 
“Christ rising again from the dead, dieth now no more” but lives 
forever for His Father, so do you die to sin and live for God 
through the grace of Christ. (Rom. 6:9-11.) 

You will perhaps now ask how we can strengthen this Pas- 
chal grace within us. First of all by contemplating the Mystery 
with great faith. See how when Christ Jesus, on appearing to His 
disciples, bids Thomas, the incredulous Apostle, put his finger 
in the marks of His Wounds which He keeps; what does He say 
to him? “Be not faithless, but believing.” And when the Apos- 
tle adores Him as his God, Our Lord adds: “Because thou hast 
seen Me, Thomas, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have 
not seen, and have believed” (John 20:27-29). 

Faith places us in contact with Christ; if we contemplate 
this Mystery with faith, Christ produces in us the grace which 
He gave His disciples when, as their Risen Lord, He appeared to 
them. Jesus lives in our souls; and ever living, He unceasingly 
acts in us, according to the degree of our faith and in accordance 
with the grace proper to each of His mysteries. It is related in 
the life of St. Mary Magdalen of Pazzi that one Easter Day, 
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when she was at table in the refectory, her countenance reflected 
such joy that a novice who was serving her could not refrain 
from asking her the reason. “It is the beauty of my Jesus,” she 
replied, “which makes me so joyful; I see Him now in the heart 
of each of my sisters.” “Under what form?” asked the novice 
again. “I see Him in them all risen and glorious as the Church 
brings Him before us today,” answered the saint. 
(To be concluded) 


Abbot Marmion, a modern master of the spiritual life, whose great 
works: Christ, the Life of the Soul—Christ in His Mysteries—Christ, 
the Ideal of the Monk have influenced thousands of souls, died in his 
Abbey of Maredsous, Belgium in 1923. The cause for Beatification of 
this saintly Benedictine was introduced in 1957. Persons who have 
experienced favors through his intercession are invited to write us 
about them or to Marmion Abbey, Aurora, Illinois. 


Little Lovers’ League 


E HOPE you are all enjoying the vacation days, dear Little 
Lovers, with their extra time for fun and sports; but we 
are sure you are remembering, too, that there is no such thing 
as a vacation from God. God is with us just as much in the 
happy summer months as He is throughout the year, so we know 
you are trying to be faithful to your custom of going to Holy 
Mass and receiving Our Lord in Holy Communion as often as 
possible. These summer days might give you some extra 
minutes to drop into church for a brief visit, to pray the 
Rosary and your other prayers. If you are looking for a patron 
saint for the holidays, we’d like to suggest St. Mary Goretti for 
the girls; her feast is July 9. You know she was the brave young 
martyr who died rather than offend Jesus by a serious sin. The 
boys might choose St. Dominic Savio, who loved fun and sports, 
but loved Our Lord much, much more. These two Saints will 
help you spend the summer months in a way that will draw you 
closer to Christ and His Blessed Mother. 


PRACTICE: Say the act of contrition slowly and thoughtfully 
once a day and offer it to Jesus for the soul of some poor sinner who 
is offending Him very much. 

ASPIRATION: May the Heart of Jesus be loved everywhere and 
by all men! 
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Daniel’s Discovery 


DANIEL ALOYSIUS EGAN was running away from 
home. It was all the nuns’ fault. If they had not bought the 
big house at the end of the lane to open their new school, life 
would have continued to be sheer bliss for the six-year old 
Danny. He loved living in the country; the grown-ups could call 
it by the queer name of “suburbs,” if they liked, but to Daniel 
it was the country. There a boy could wake to the sound of the 
birds chattering outside his window and fall asleep listening to 
the frog’s song; there he could fish in the quiet, sun-splashed 
pools or just lie in the grass watching the butterflies with their 
quivering wings and the corn-flowers, bluer than his mother’s 
eyes. 


But now all that was to be changed. When September 
came he would have to go to school. Danny had no experience 
of school, but a cousin had told him something about it:“They 
make you keep clean all the time,” he had warned ominously, 
“and they won’t let you talk. You just sit still and write things 
in big copybooks. The nuns make you behave, too, just wait!” 
Nuns... Daniel vaguely remembered having seen some nuns, 
when his mother had taken him to a convent where her aunt 
was a nun. He couldn’t recall much about it, except that the 
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chairs had been very stiff and the floors awfully slippery, while 
the nuns wore a lot of black things. Daniel was certain, however, 
that he didn’t want to spend his time in a classroom with nuns 
making him behave. He had told his father that this morning, 
but all Dad had said was: “Now, Danny, you don’t want to grow 
up ignorant, do you?” 


So Daniel had decided to run away. Passing the vacant lot 
at the end of the lane, he stopped a moment to wiggle through 
the high hedge and investigate one of his favorite fishing spots. 
But someone else was there before him. Coming closer Danny 
discovered it was a lady, dressed in a long grey garment with a 
small cape over her shoulders and a close-fitting veil which hid 
her hair. “Good afternoon,” she said, looking rather surprised 
at this unexpected visitor, “I hope I haven’t chosen your favorite 
fishing place?” Noticing that she held a pole in a rather inexperi- 
enced way, Danny thought that was nice of her, so he smiled 
companionably: “No, Ma’am, I’m not fishing today. But if you 
really want to catch something, I could show you how.” The 
lady laughed, “Well, I don’t know if Mother expected me to 
catch any or not. She just thought I’d enjoy getting out in the 
sun for a change after having been studying for the last couple of 
months. We live in that big house on the corner,” she added 
pointing back. 


Daniel gasped—that was the nuns’ new house! “Are you 
a—a nun?” he stammered. “Why, yes,” said the lady, “we live 
here now, you know, and this pool is part of our property. 
What’s the matter, don’t you like nuns?” “I don’t know any,” 
answered Danny, “but they told me nuns are always very proper 
and live in classrooms.” The lady with the fishing pole laughed 
again. “We don’t always stay in classrooms,” she told him, “we 
like to have a change, too. But if there weren’t someone in the 
classrooms to teach them, how would boys and girls learn to read 
and write?” 


When you put it that way, it really sounded quite sensible, 
thought Daniel. Maybe school wouldn’t be so bad, after all. 
He walked back toward the house with the nun, who told him 
her name was Sister Rose Edward and that she taught the first 
grade. “Do you teach fishing, too, Sister?” asked Danny with 
a grin, “’cause I’m going to be in first grade this September.” 
Sister Rose Edward smiled: “Let’s make a bargain. I’ll teach 
you reading and writing, and you teach me fishing!” When 
Daniel got home just in time for supper, he told his mother he 
had changed his mind about school: “After all,” he said, “I don’t 
want to grow up ignorant.” 
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The Perfect Gift for a Happy Famity, for a 
Hoty Famity, for a Family that wants to be both! 


Holy Family Plaque 


A ceramic wall or mantel plaque to highlight the ideals of a 
happy family. The Boy Christ is shown helping His Blessed Mother 
wind wool into a ball, while St. Joseph is busy with wood and saw. 
A gold-lettered inscription asks them to bless the home. In ivory 
shade, trimmed in pink, blue, green or beige, with figures colored to 
match. Any color desired can be sent on order within two weeks. 
9-inch size. $3.00 each. Order from: 


St. Benedict’s Craft Shop 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 


SOE LOEIH 
Greatest of the Irish Martyrs 


HIS is the glorious title won by Blessed Oliver Plunket, 
(feast July 11), whose incorrupt head is preserved in Saint 
Peter’s Church, Drogheda, Ireland. Born into one of Ireland’s 
oldest and most distinguished families, Oliver Plunket was 
ordained in Rome and returned to his native country as Bishop to 
shepherd the faithful through the persecution of the English and die 
a martyr’s death at Tyburn outside London. To learn more of this 
adventurous and saintly hero of the Faith, whose cause for canoniza- 
tion is progressing, read our booklet: SHEPHERD OF SHAMROCK 
ISLE. 32 pages, 10¢ a copy. 





LOE NOES 


A Splendid Book for Home and School Use 


‘My Catholic Faith” 
By the Most Rev. Louis Morrow, S.T.D. 429 pages, $4.00 a copy. 
Order from: My Mission House, Kenosha, Wisconsin. 


This 429-page illustrated book of religious instruction is a treasure- 
house of Catholic information. Its presentation is such that it can be used 
with equal profit by young people and old. Containing interesting and de- 
tailed answers to thousands of questions that you ask yourself and are asked 
by non-Catholics, it is a valuable contribution to home and school libraries, 
being catechism, Church history and theology all in one. An especially fine 
feature is the many drawings, charts and tables. 





How To Fill Those Spare Minutes! 


Those occasional spare minutes that the summer brings 
into the busiest lives can be well filled with reading these brief, 
devotional and heart-warming booklets which will help you live 
up to your Faith all the year round. 


Devotion to the Precious Blood — Ideal for the month of July, which is 
dedicated to the Precious Blood. A devotion full of power and sweetness. 15¢ 


Magnificence of the Love of God If we thought more of the strength 
and tenderness of God’s love for us and of all He has done to show it, we 
would be less worried about our troublesome times! 15¢4 


Sacramentals A good booklet to keep handy for brushing-up on your 
knowledge of the Church’s sacramentals, especially the Brown Scapular for 
the Feast of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel—July 16. 15¢4 


Novenas and Triduums for the Feasts of Mary -— A _ treasure-trove of 
prayers and thoughts for all the Blessed Virgin’s feasts. Use it for her 
Visitation and Scapular feasts in July. 128 pages, 25¢ 


Your Mass and YOU -—sSummer or winter, it is the MASS that 
MATTERS! Read and re-read this popular booklet to keep your love for the 
Mass at a high-point all the year through. 15¢ 


The Goodness of Our Savior — ‘‘God is good!’ We hear this so often 
and perhaps say it ourselves, but do we really believe what those words mean, 
do we try to appreciate just how truly good God is? This booklet will be a 
help toward a more genuine acknowledgment of His love and will be a source 
of real help in times of trial and affliction. 15¢ 


Our Heavenly Companions — The summer months offer a fine time to 
learn more about those powerful friends of ours—the Angels. Become better 
acquainted with these splendid guarding spirits who guide and inspire us, 
especially your own! 15¢ 


My Daily Visit — The booklet to take with you for that daily visit to 


church. Here are short prayers and reflections that will make these precious 
minutes of lasting value all the year round. 15¢ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





